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Objectives: To assess long-term survival in adult patients with severe 
acute lung failure receiving veno-venous extracorporeal membrane 
oxygenation and explore risk factors for long-term mortality.
Design: Single-center prospective cohort study.
Setting: University Hospital Regensburg, Germany.
Patients: All primary cases supported with veno-venous extracor-
poreal membrane oxygenation from 2007 to 2016 (n = 553).
Interventions: None.
Measurements and Main Results: Patients were followed until 
January 2017. Long-term survival and predictors of long-term mor-
tality were assessed using Kaplan-Meier survival analyses and 
Cox proportional hazards modeling, respectively. Two hundred 
eighty-six patients (52%) died during follow-up (mean follow-
up 4.8 yr). Two hundred seventeen patients (39%) died during 
hospitalization, whereas another 69 patients (12%) died during 
later follow-up. Among hospital survivors, the 1-month, 3-month, 
1-year, and 5-year survival rates were 99%, 95%, 86%, and 76%, 

respectively. Higher age, immunocompromised status, and higher 
Sequential Organ Failure Assessment scores were associated 
with long-term mortality, whereas patients with out-of-center can-
nulation showed improved long-term survival. Due to nonpropor-
tional hazards over time, the analysis was repeated for hospital 
survivors only (n = 336). Only age and immunocompromised state 
remained significant predictors of late mortality among hospital 
survivors. Lower Glasgow Outcome Scale at hospital discharge 
and the University Hospital Regensburg pre–extracorporeal mem-
brane oxygenation score for predicting hospital mortality in veno-
venous extracorporeal membrane oxygenation patients before 
extracorporeal membrane oxygenation initiation were associated 
with late mortality in hospital survivors (p < 0.001).
Conclusions: Whereas acute illness factors may be important in 
prediction of hospital outcomes in veno-venous extracorporeal 
membrane oxygenation patients, they do not determine late mor-
tality in hospital survivors. Preexisting morbidity and functional 
ability at hospital discharge may be important determinants of 
long-term survival in veno-venous extracorporeal membrane oxy-
genation patients. (Crit Care Med 2017; 45:1718–1725)
Key Words: acute lung injury; extracorporeal membrane oxygenation; 
long-term survivors; respiratory insufficiency; survival analysis

Veno-venous extracorporeal membrane oxygenation 
(ECMO) can be a life-saving procedure in patients 
with severe acute lung failure (ALF) refractory to con-

ventional therapy. The randomized controlled trial reporting a 
survival benefit in adult patients with severe respiratory failure 
receiving ECMO support compared with conventional care 
(1) reignited the interest in ECMO for severe ALF. Interest fur-
ther increased with the recent case series describing benefits of 
ECMO as a rescue therapy during the H1N1 influenza A pan-
demic (2–4), as well as technological developments improving 
the safety and efficacy of ECMO (5).

A recent report on the evolving epidemiology and mortal-
ity of the use of ECMO in Germany showed that the applica-
tion of veno-venous ECMO for respiratory failure has increased 
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three-fold from 2007 to 2012 (6). In-hospital mortality has 
slightly decreased with increasing ECMO utilization but remains 
high (35–62%) (6–8). Several investigations have been per-
formed to explore prognostic factors for veno-venous ECMO 
patients to further improve patient outcomes (8–10). All of these 
studies have used hospital mortality as the primary endpoint.

Veno-venous ECMO is a procedure associated with high 
costs and resource utilization, estimated to double the aver-
age cost per patient compared with conventional management 
(11). Thus, with increasing use of ECMO, knowledge about 
long-term outcomes are of importance. The hypothesis of this 
study was that following the initial high mortality rate during 
and after veno-venous ECMO treatment, patients being dis-
charged from hospital show good long-term survival. As previ-
ously observed with hospital outcomes, we hypothesized that 
patients receiving veno-venous ECMO treatment due to pri-
mary lung failure and trauma have better long-term prognosis 
compared to patients treated with veno-venous ECMO due to 
secondary ALF. The aim was to explore long-term survival and 
assess potential risk factors for reduced survival.

PATIENTS AND METHODS
All adults greater than or equal to 15 years old receiving veno-
venous ECMO support due to ALF refractory to conventional 
therapeutic modalities at University Hospital Regensburg 
(UKR) between January 1, 2007, and December 31, 2016, were 
analyzed. Thirteen patients had greater than one ECMO runs; 
only first entries into the database were included (n  =  553). 
As described previously (8), the general indication for veno-
venous ECMO was either a Pao

2
/Fio

2
 ratio of less than 80 mm 

Hg on a positive end-expiratory pressure (PEEP) of greater 
than or equal to 16 cm H

2
O or a refractory respiratory acidosis 

(pH < 7.25) despite optimization of conservative therapy.
Clinical data regarding pre-, intra-, and post-ECMO char-

acteristics and functions were prospectively registered from the 
day of hospitalization until discharge. Immunocompromised 
state included hematologic malignancies, solid tumors, solid 
organ transplantation, long-term corticosteroid or other immu-
nosuppressive therapy, or HIV infection. Predicted in-hospital 
mortality with the UKR pre-ECMO score was calculated retro-
spectively in all patients (8). The score was originally developed 
based on UKR veno-venous ECMO patients between 2008 
and 2013 and remains to be validated in an independent study 
cohort. Functional ability at hospital discharge was assessed 
prospectively with the Glasgow Outcome Scale (GOS) (12). It 
was originally developed to assess outcome after severe brain 
damage but has also been described for ICU settings (13, 14). 
It has a score of 5 which indicates good recovery; 4, moderate 
disability; 3, severe disability; 2, vegetative state; and 1, death.

Vital status per January 2017 and if applicable, date of death 
were obtained through contact to hospital survivors, relatives, 
or their general practitioner. Causes of late death were not 
available. All remaining survivors were successfully contacted 
in January 2017 via telephone or social medias, and an oral 
consent was obtained to complete a follow-up interview. The 
same investigator interviewed all patients, asking the same set 

of questions, and subsequently categorizing their functional 
ability according to the Eastern Cooperative Oncology Group 
(ECOG) Performance Status (0–5) (eTable 1, Supplemental 
Digital Content 1, http://links.lww.com/CCM/C787) (15).

The ECMO circuit and settings, as well as patient manage-
ment, followed an institutional protocol as described previously 
(16). The study including permission to contact the patients was 
approved by the local ethical committee at UKR (Ethical board 
number: 15-101-0051). The requirement for individual patient 
consent for the analysis and publication data was waived as this 
study was based on anonymized data from routine care.

Endpoints
The primary endpoint of this study was long-term mortality. 
To characterize the course of veno-venous ECMO patients 
in more detail, “in-hospital mortality” will be used to depict 
short-term mortality, whereas “late mortality” refers to death 
in hospital survivors during follow-up.

Statistical Analysis
Categorical variables are described as n (%); continuous vari-
ables as median with interquartile range (IQR, 25th–75th per-
centile). p values of less than 0.05 were considered significant. 
All statistical analyses were performed with Stata (version 13.1; 
StataCorp LP, Lakeway Drive, TX) and R (version 3.2.2; Foun-
dation for Statistical Computing, Vienna, Austria).

Long-Term Survival
Observed cumulative survival was calculated with time since 
ECMO weaning as the time variable and death (no/yes) as 
the event using the Kaplan-Meier estimator. As veno-venous 
ECMO patients constitute a heterogeneous study group, 
survival was compared between different diagnostic groups 
according to the underlying cause for ALF: 1, primary lung 
failure including bacterial, viral, fungal, or aspiration pneu-
monia; 2, extrapulmonary sepsis with secondary lung injury; 
3, multiple trauma with acute respiratory distress syndrome 
(ARDS); or 4, other pathologies, including near drowning, 
chronic lung diseases, such as lung fibrosis, and veno-venous 
ECMO as a bridge to lung transplantation. Group compari-
sons were performed with the log-rank test.

Late mortality in veno-venous ECMO patients was compared 
with the expected mortality in the German population matched 
on age, sex, and calendar year, using data obtained from the 
Human Mortality Database (17). Data from the German popu-
lation were only available throughout 2013. Relative mortality 
was calculated as the ratio between observed and expected num-
ber of deaths (standardized mortality ratio, [SMR]) for hospital 
survivors weaned off ECMO between 2007 throughout 2013, 
using 31st of December 2013 as the censoring date.

Predictors of Long-Term Mortality
Predictors of long-term mortality were investigated using Cox 
proportional hazards (PHs) modelling (eTable 2, Supplemen-
tal Digital Content 1, http://links.lww.com/CCM/C787). For 
more details regarding the statistical analysis, see Supplemen-
tal Digital Content 2 (http://links.lww.com/CCM/C788).

http://links.lww.com/CCM/C787
http://links.lww.com/CCM/C787
http://links.lww.com/CCM/C788
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RESULTS

Study Population
Patient descriptives are presented in Table 1. Whereas patients 
receiving veno-venous ECMO during the first years presented 
with higher Sequential Organ Failure Assessment (SOFA) 
scores, higher lactate, and more invasive ventilation before 
veno-venous ECMO (higher PEEP, minute ventilation, and 
tidal volume), management during more recent years has 
changed toward a more protective ventilation on day 1 of 
veno-venous ECMO with significantly reduced minute ven-
tilation and ventilator pressures. Commonly used indications 
for veno-venous ECMO like Pao

2
/Fio

2
, pH, Paco

2
, and need 

for vasopressors did not change on average during the years 

(eTable 3, Supplemental Digital Content 1, http://links.lww.
com/CCM/C787).

The mean time of follow-up was 4.8 years (4.3–5.2 yr). 
Survival to discharge was 60.8% (336 patients) (Fig. 1). 
Median time to in-hospital mortality following successful 
weaning from ECMO was 12 days (4–24 d). During follow-up 
after discharge, another 69 patients (12.5%) passed away after 
a median survival time of 215 days (88–757 d). A total of 286 
patients (51.7%) died during follow-up. In the study cohort 
between 2007 and 2013, 36 hospital survivors (n = 207) died, 
compared with four expected deaths according to age- and 
gender-matched data from the German population (SMR 9.4 
[95% CI 6.8–13.0]).

TABLE 1. Patient Descriptives

Variables All

Diagnostic Groupsa

Pulmonary Extrapulmonary Trauma Others

n (%) 553 (100) 318 (57.5) 119 (21.5) 57 (10.3) 59 (10.7)

Age (yr), median  
(IQR, 25–75th percentile)

52 (38–62) 54 (44–63) 53 (37–64) 30 (22–47) 50 (40–61)

Female, n (%) 174 (31.5) 113 (35.5) 32 (26.9) 4 (7.0) 25 (42.4)

Body mass index (kg/m2), median  
(IQR, 25–75th percentile)

27.8 (24.4–33.1) 28.4 (24.5–33.8) 27.8 (24.5–33.3) 26.6 (24.7–30.9) 24.8 (23.5–29.3)

Immunocompromised stateb, n (%) 102 (18.4) 54 (17.0) 30 (25.2) 0 (0.0) 18 (30.5)

Sequential Organ Failure  
Assessment score, median  
(IQR; 25th–75th percentile)

12 (9–15) 12 (9–15) 14 (11–17) 12 (11–15) 9 (7–14)

Pre-ECMO arterial blood gas, median  
(IQR, 25–75th percentile)

     

  pH 7.22 (7.14–7.31) 7.23 (7.16–7.32) 7.19 (7.11–7.27) 7.25 (7.16–7.35) 7.23 (7.08–7.33)

  Paco2 (mm Hg) 63 (53–75) 63 (53–75) 65 (52–75) 58 (49–70) 55 (62–81)

  Lactate (mg/dL) 20 (12–45) 17 (11–32) 30 (15–67) 28 (15–70) 21 (10–42)

Pre-ECMO Pao2/Fio2 (mm Hg),  
median (IQR, 25–75th percentile)

65 (53–83) 66 (54–85) 67 (52–81) 58 (49–78) 70 (55–98)

Cardiopulmonary resuscitation  
pre-ECMO, n (%)

63 (11.4) 38 (11.9) 15 (12.6) 5 (8.8) 5 (8.5)

Out-of-center ECMO, n (%) 260 (47.0) 161 (50.6) 53 (44.5) 30 (52.6) 16 (27.1)

Hemofiltration before/during  
ECMO, n (%)

250 (45.2) 139 (43.7) 74 (62.2) 20 (35.1) 17 (28.8)

Duration of ECMO support (d),  
median (IQR, 25–75th percentile)

8 (5–14) 10 (7–15) 6 (3–9) 6 (4–7) 10 (4–22)

Hospital mortality, n (%) 217 (39.2) 112 (35.2) 57 (47.9) 17 (29.8) 31 (52.5)

Late death among hospital  
survivors, n (%)

69 (12.5) 49 (15.4) 14 (11.8) 1 (1.8) 5 (8.5)

ECMO = extracorporeal membrane oxygenation, IQR = interquartile range.
a���Group 1: primary lung failure, including bacterial, viral, fungal, or aspiration pneumonia; group 2: extrapulmonary sepsis with secondary lung injury; group 3: 
multiple trauma with acute respiratory distress syndrome; group 4: other pathologies, including near drowning, chronic lung diseases, such as lung fibrosis and 
veno-venous extracorporeal membrane oxygenation as a bridge to lung transplantation. 

b���Immunocompromised state included hematologic malignancies, solid tumors, solid organ transplantation, high-dose or long-term corticosteroid or other 
immunosuppressive therapy, or HIV infection. 

http://links.lww.com/CCM/C787
http://links.lww.com/CCM/C787
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Long-Term Survival
Estimated 30-day, 90-day, 1-year, and 5-year survival was 62%, 
57%, 52%, and 46%, respectively (Fig. 2A). Amongst patients 
successfully discharged from hospital (n = 336), the survival 
rates were 99%, 95%, 86%, and 76%, respectively. Long-term 
mortality was significantly different between different disease 
categories (log-rank test, p = 0.002) (Fig. 2B), but not when 
adjusted for age differences (p = 0.10).

Cardiopulmonary resuscitation before ECMO implanta-
tion was not associated with altered survival probability (log-
rank test, p  =  0.27), neither was gender (p  =  0.57). Patients 
with out-of-center ECMO implantation showed better sur-
vival (p < 0.001). However, when excluding in-hospital deaths 
(p = 0.03) and adjusting for age, this difference was no lon-
ger significant (adjusted log-rank test, p = 0.38). Patients with 
higher SOFA scores and patients in need for dialysis before 
or during ECMO support showed higher long-term mortal-
ity (p < 0.001), but this was mainly due to higher in-hospi-
tal mortality (adjusted log-rank tests, p = 0.85 and p = 0.44, 
respectively).

Long-term mortality differed significantly depend-
ing on the duration of ECMO support. However, ECMO 
duration did not influence late mortality among hos-
pital survivors (eFig. 2, Supplemental Digital Content 
1, http://links.lww.com/CCM/C787). The GOS for 
patients discharged from hospital varied among 5 
(good recovery, n  =  278/82.7%), 4 (moderate disability, 
n = 55/16.4%), and 2 (persistent vegetative, n = 3/0.9%) 
(eTable 4, Supplemental Digital Content 1, http://links.
lww.com/CCM/C787). Late mortality increased linearly 
with decreasing GOS at hospital discharge (eFig. 2, 
Supplemental Digital Content 1, http://links.lww.com/
CCM/C787). At the end of follow-up, 185 of all survivors 
(69%) described full functional ability (ECOG grade 0). 
Twenty-one percent, 7%, and 3% scored 1, 2, and 3 on the 
ECOG Performance Score, respectively.

Predictors of Long-Term 
Mortality
Multivariate analysis showed 
that advanced age, immuno-
compromised state, higher 
pre-ECMO SOFA scores, and 
longer duration of ECMO 
support were associated with 
higher long-term mortality, 
whereas patients with out-
of-center ECMO cannulation 
showed improved survival 
(Table 2). However, there were 
non-PHs over time, as shown 
by fitting piecewise hazard 
ratios (Table 2). Only age and 
immunocompromised state 
remained significant predic-
tors of late mortality.

Following hospital dis-
charge (n = 336), advanced age, immunocompromised state, 
and lower GOS were associated with higher mortality, whereas 
there was a trend that trauma patients had higher late survival 
rates (p = 0.05) (Table 3).

Higher UKR pre-ECMO scores were associated with 
increased long-term mortality (p < 0.001) (Fig. 2C; eTable 5, 
Supplemental Digital Content 1, http://links.lww.com/CCM/
C787) and showed good predictive ability (Harrell’s con-
cordance statistic 0.76). The UKR pre-ECMO score showed 
a linear correlation with the risk of long-term mortality, in-
hospital mortality, and late mortality (eFig. 3, Supplemental 
Digital Content 1, http://links.lww.com/CCM/C787; time-split 
analyses: p < 0.001, p < 0.001, and p = 0.01 for 0–6 mo, 6 mo to 
2 yr, and > 2 yr, respectively).

A sensitivity analysis including only patients with follow-up 
greater than or equal to 5 years (n = 212) confirmed the previ-
ously described results (data not shown). However, addition of 
variables made available at hospital discharge did not improve 
prediction of late mortality in hospital survivors significantly 
compared with pre-ECMO variables (eTable 5, Supplemental 
Digital Content 1, http://links.lww.com/CCM/C787; likeli-
hood ratio test, p = 1.00).

DISCUSSION
The present study showed that 1-month, 3-month, 1-year, and 
5-year survival following veno-venous ECMO support was 
62%, 57%, 52%, and 46%, respectively. Age, immunocompro-
mised state, SOFA score, and out-of-center ECMO cannulation 
were significantly associated with overall survival rates. Time-
split analyses revealed that predictors of early mortality did 
not sustain as predictors of late mortality. If sepsis or trauma 
patients survived to hospital discharge, they had good chances 
of survival, independent of the underlying severity of illness.

The present hospital survival rate for all veno-venous 
ECMO patients was 60.8%, which is comparable with interna-
tional data from the Extracorporeal Life Support Organization 

Figure 1. Follow-up of patients supported with veno-venous extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO) for 
acute lung failure. UKR = University Hospital Regensburg.

http://links.lww.com/CCM/C787
http://links.lww.com/CCM/C787
http://links.lww.com/CCM/C787
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(57%) (18). Presented data on long-term survival are in accor-
dance with data from Karolinska University Hospital, where 
adults treated with respiratory ECMO between 1995 and 2013 
(n = 255) showed 3-month, 1-year, and 5-year mortality rates 

of 54%, 52%, and 47%, respectively (19). The results are also 
comparable with long-term survival in other ICU patients. 
Two studies assessed long-term survival in patients with severe 
sepsis, reporting 5-year survival rates of 43% (age 45–64 yr) 
(20) and 39% (median age 58; IQR, 45–67) (21), respectively.

Patients admitted to the ICU constitute a heterogeneous 
group, with a wide range of illness severity and reasons for 
admission. Hospital survivors following veno-venous ECMO 
had a nine-fold higher mortality compared with the age- and 
gender-matched German population. However, a higher rela-
tive mortality has also been reported in ICU patients (24–26). 
Among veno-venous ECMO hospital survivors, 1-month, 
3-month, 1-year, and 5-year survival rates were 99%, 95%, 
86%, and 76%, respectively. A recent study regarding ICU 
patients reported a 5-year survival rate of 67.7% following 
initial hospital discharge (n = 5,215; median age 60 yr [IQR, 
44–72 yr]) (22). Khandelwal et al (23) showed that despite the 
higher in-hospital mortality seen in ARDS patients on rescue 
therapies, survivors at hospital discharge had long-term sur-
vival similar to other ARDS survivors (23). These comparisons 
indicate that patients who are discharged from hospital fol-
lowing veno-venous ECMO have a prognosis comparable with 
other ICU patients.

Previously described predictors of overall mortality were 
primarily related to short-term mortality. Separate analyses 
for different periods of the follow-up revealed that pre-ECMO 
SOFA scores, duration of veno-venous ECMO support, and 
out-of-center ECMO implantation were not associated with 
altered late survival in hospital survivors. A higher SOFA score 
indicates affection of multiple organ systems, whereas either 
very short or prolonged duration of extracorporeal support 
may indicate patients with more severe illness. Thus, predictors 
of in-hospital death may represent markers of the severity of the 
present illness, but not necessarily predict long-term outcomes. 
Possible reasons underlying the favorable outcomes in patients 
with out-of-center ECMO implantation may include a lower 
threshold for veno-venous ECMO support at local hospitals 
with less resources and treatment alternatives available in their 
respective ICU, and thus indicate a different patient population.

Higher age and immunocompromised state were associ-
ated with increased mortality throughout follow-up. Using the 
available data, we could not find indices during acute illness 
that would help to predict late death following veno-venous 
ECMO. Similar findings have also been described in ARDS 
patients without ECMO support (22, 27, 28). In a 1-year fol-
low-up study, Wang et al (27) showed that long-term outcomes 
in ARDS were more related to age and premorbid illnesses than 
the critical illness per se. Premorbid illnesses included HIV and 
malignancies, considered as an immunocompromised state in 
the present study. Importantly, neither resuscitation before 
ECMO, renal failure before and during ECMO, nor long dura-
tion of ECMO impacted long-term survival when patients sur-
vived to hospital discharge. These findings may have important 
implications for physicians caring for veno-venous ECMO 
patients, as the critical illness may not automatically incur an 
additional risk of mortality later in life.

Figure 2. Kaplan-Meier estimated survival during follow-up: (A) For all 
patients (n = 553); (B) stratified on diagnostic group: pulmonary disease 
(n = 318), extrapulmonary disease (n = 119), trauma (n = 57), and 
others (n = 59); (C) stratified on risk groups based on their calculated 
predicted mortality probabilities with the University Hospital Regensburg 
pre–extracorporeal membrane oxygenation score: low risk (score ≤ 25%), 
intermediate risk (score 26–50%), and high risk (≥ 50%). The effective 
number at risk (n) for year 0–10 following extracorporeal support are given.
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Interestingly, we found that the UKR pre-ECMO mortal-
ity score developed to predict in-hospital mortality predicted 
long-term mortality. This finding must be interpreted with 
caution, as most deaths occur early and will fit with the origi-
nal purpose of the score. Nevertheless, its independent associa-
tion with late mortality, shown with the time-split analyses and 
repeated analysis of hospital survivors, strengthens the reliabil-
ity of the score as a predictor of long-term mortality.

The separate analysis of hospital survivors showed that 
lower GOS at discharge was associated with lower survival. 
GOS at hospital discharge may be a simple and practical tool to 
identify high-risk patients for late mortality. As the acute illness 
seems to be of less prognostic importance for later outcomes, a 
thorough evaluation of functional ability at hospital discharge 
may provide both patients and caretakers with important 
prognostic information. However, addition of variables avail-
able at hospital discharge did not significantly enhance clinical 

prediction of late mortality compared with pre-ECMO vari-
ables. More detailed scoring systems such as the Barthel index 
(29) or Karnovsky Performance Scale Index (30) may discrimi-
nate between different risk levels more accurately. These were 
not available in the present study, and thus more investigation 
into this field is warranted.

In the present study cohort, 69% of veno-venous ECMO 
survivors had gained their full function in daily life (ECOG = 0) 
at the end of follow-up, another 21% had only a slight impair-
ment (ECOG  =  1). Previous studies in veno-venous ECMO 
patients (n  =  8–67) have assessed long-term outcomes with 
regards to respiratory function, psychologic impairment, and 
quality of life, up to 2 years post ECMO (10, 31–33). They have 
indicated that veno-venous ECMO treatment is associated 
with significant physical and psychologic impairment. Patients 
treated with veno-arterial ECMO due to cardiogenic shock have 
shown impaired health-related quality of life compared with 

TABLE 2. Multivariate Survival Analysis Showing Predictors of Long-Term Mortality in All 
Patients Supported With Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation for Acute Lung Failure 
(n = 553)

Variables
Hazard Ratios for 

Complete Follow-up

Hazard Ratios for Specified Time Periods

0–0.5 Yr 0.5–2 Yr > 2 Yr

Age (yr) 1.02 (1.01–1.03)a 1.02 (1.01–1.03)a 1.03 (1.00–1.07) 1.05 (1.01–1.09)b

Immunocompromised statec 1.51 (1.14–1.99)b 1.36 (1.01–1.84)b 4.67 (1.64–13.32)c 2.25 (0.68–7.43)

Pre-ECMO hemoglobin (g/dl) 0.92 (0.87–0.97)c 0.92 (0.87–0.98)b 0.87 (0.70–1.08) 0.78 (0.61–1.01)

Sequential Organ Failure  
Assessment score

1.08 (1.04–1.11)a 1.08 (1.04–1.12)a 1.08 (0.94–1.23) 1.01 (0.88–1.16)

Diagnostic groupd     

  Pulmonary 1.00 (reference) 1.00 (reference) 1.00 (reference) 1.00 (reference)

  Extrapulmonary 1.00 (0.74–1.35) 1.05 (0.76–1.45) 0.63 (0.19–2.08) 0.68 (0.21–2.22)

  Trauma 0.82 (0.48–1.40) 0.98 (0.56–1.71) 0.45 (0.05–4.29) —

  Other 1.27 (0.87–1.87) 1.49 (1.01–2.21)b — —

Out-of-center ECMO implantation 0.73 (0.55–0.95)b 0.71 (0.53–0.96)b 1.74 (0.58–5.26) 0.63 (0.20–2.03)

Duration of ECMO support (d)     

  1–2 1.00 (reference) 1.00 (reference) 1.00 (reference) 1.00 (reference)

  3–7 0.55 (0.36–0.82)c 0.53 (0.34–0.81)a 0.45 (0.05–3.95) 0.61 (0.07–5.79)

  7–14 0.49 (0.32–0.75)a 0.54 (0.35–0.83)a 0.19 (0.02–1.97) 0.23 (0.02–2.53)

  > 14 0.71 (0.46–1.09) 0.78 (0.50–1.21) 0.35 (0.03–3.78) 0.19 (0.01–2.42)

ECMO = extracorporeal membrane oxygenation.
a���p < 0.001.
b���p < 0.05.
c���p < 0.01.
c���Immunocompromised state included hematologic malignancies, solid tumors, solid organ transplantation, high-dose or long-term corticosteroid or other 
immunosuppressive therapy, or HIV infection. 

d���Group 1: primary lung failure, including bacterial, viral, fungal, or aspiration pneumonia; group 2: extrapulmonary sepsis with secondary lung injury; group 3: 
multiple trauma with acute respiratory distress syndrome; group 4: other pathologies, including near drowning, chronic lung diseases, such as lung fibrosis and 
veno-venous extracorporeal membrane oxygenation as a bridge to lung transplantation. 

Hazard ratios (95% CIs) are given for patients with complete data during the total follow-up period, as well as piecewise for the first 6 mo (n = 552), 6 mo to 2 
yr (n = 288), and > 2 yr (n = 203) of follow-up. 
“—” indicates too few observations. 
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sex- and age-matched controls (34). However, they compared 
favorably with other patients with chronic or other life-threat-
ening conditions (New York Heart Association Functional class 
III, dialysis-dependent chronic renal failure, and ARDS) (34). 
These outcomes may therefore be at least partially attributable 
to the patient’s ICU length of stay and underlying disease.

There are some limitations that should be addressed. This 
is a single-center study. Due to the lack of robust data on pre-
ICU morbidity, we were not able to assess the effect of preexist-
ing chronic diseases on long-term survival. The present study 
was not designed to provide a detailed evaluation of health-
related quality of life following ECMO support but asserted 
its main research focus on survival trends and predictors of 
increased mortality. Strengths include the large number of 
veno-venous ECMO-treated patients in a specialized ECMO 
center, the close follow-up of each individual over a long time 
range, and the broad range of variables registered prospectively 
into the database.

CONCLUSIONS
The present study showed that 1-month, 3-month, 1-year, and 
5-year survival for hospital survivors following veno-venous 
ECMO support was 99%, 95%, 86%, and 76%, respectively. 
Age, immunocompromised state, SOFA score, and out-of-
center ECMO implantation were significantly associated with 
overall survival rates; need of resuscitation before ECMO was 

not. Only age and immunocompromised state remained pre-
dictors of late mortality when surviving to hospital discharge. 
Ninety percent of veno-venous ECMO survivors regained their 
full or almost full function in daily life at the end of follow-
up. This report should serve to be an inspiration and motiva-
tion for patients, relatives, and clinicians, showing that early 
intensive therapy integrating ECMO when needed can result 
in good long-term outcomes.
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